Carville, Louisiana 


Vol. No. 


ANDREW JOHANSEN, M.D., 


Medical Director, U.S. Public Health Service 
Medical Officer Charge, U.S. Marine Hospital (National Leprosarium), Carville, Louisiana. 


SS SSD 
‘3S 
5 
’ 
: 
— 
4 


Marine Hospital, National Leprosartum, Carville, Louistana 


Subscription price $1.00 year. 
Address all communications THE STAR, CARVILLE, LOUISIANA. 


Entered second-class matter October 11, 1944, the post office Carville, La. 
under the Act March 1870. 


STANLEY STEIN . « « © © © © e EDITOR 
ANN PAGE . « « « MANAGING EDITOR 
ALICE DESEL .. « « « « « « « « ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
REv. C.F. OLMSTEAD ..... -ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
FRANK MANTELL .. « « « « « « « « BUSINESS MGR. 
T. MEDINA . « « « « © © CIRCULATION MGR. 
J.P. HARRIS « « « «© PHOTOGRAPHY & ART 
ROLAND ROBERTS ... « PLANT SUPERINTENDENT 
PAUL JANG . « « FOREMAN 


Liaison Representative —Mrs. L.L. McCormick, Destrehan, Louisiana 


Table 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 
Fitting Tributes 
Armistice Day Celebration Arranged 
Forty and Eighters Fight Phobia 
Medical Missionary Arabia 
Entertainment 
Drums for Patients’ Orchestra 


Radiating the Truth Hansen’s Disease 


Published monthly, except July and August when published bi-monthly, patients the United States 


The views THE STAR are those the patients the Marine Hospital, Carville, Louisiana, and not 
those the Medical Staff except the case direct quotation. 


, 
| 
| 


DR. 
We, the the THE STAR, dedicate this number 


our magazine, with deep and our 


the side, THE STAR and its teel 
have close and understanding friend Jo. From 
dent medical staff member Executive Medical 


has been doctor, counselor, and the patients. 


De. do. 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any Scientific necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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TRIBUTES 


November 1924, made first visit Carville mem- 
ber special Board review the work the hospital and make 
recommendations for improvement the care and treatment 
patients. 

Shortly before convening that Board the authorities Wash- 
ington had laid the foundation improvement that was ex- 
tend over long period appointing the staff young physician, 
Dr. Frederick Johansen. 

Looking back that time, can truly said that the authori- 
ties “builded more wisely than they knew” when making that ap- 
pointment. Serving all departments the hospital Dr. Johansen 
has made not only unsurpassed record but also friends all 
with whom has made contact. His elevation the post 
Medical Officer Charge and the completion years service 
are indeed cause for extending hearty congratulations him. But 
congratulations should also the patients the hospital 
obtaining such man Medical Officer Charge; one whose aim 
has always been the welfare his patients. 

Hasseltine 
Medical Director (Ret.) USPHS 
Bristol, Vt. 


acquaintance with Dr. Johansen dates back years ago 
while was doing general surgery the Marine Hospital New 
Orleans. phone rang about 9:30 one evening and was told that 
Dr. Johansen needed immediate attention. left New Orleans 
once, arriving Carville late night and found him almost ex- 
sanguinated from loss blood. His stomach had been bleeding for 
many hours. facilities for blood transfusions were available 
Carville that time. was placed ambulance and taken 
Baton Rouge with Mrs. Johansen one side and the other 
feeling his pulse all the way the 20-mile drive which took 
hours. continued lose blood and was critically ill the 
time reached Baton Rouge. arrival the hospital was 
with him all that night and half the next day. understand 
has never had recurrence this trouble. 

Friendship formed under such tragic circumstances has been 
sustained through the years with mutual affection and respect. 
heartiest congratulations Dr. and Mrs. Johansen their 
Silver Jubilee Carville with the USPHS. 

Waldemar Metz, M.D. 
New Orleans, La. 


indeed rare find man like Doctor Johansen who com- 
bines number major qualities. These have fitted him for excel- 
lent and faithful public service varied and difficult position. 
Besides being authority leprosy also able admin- 
istrator, man noble character, honest and filled with human 
kindness, and fine balance and keen judgment. Other fine men 
have come and gone Carville, but good “Doctor Jo” has remained, 
and rejoice over the progress made under his leadership and 
wide usefulness the difficult field has chosen his life work. 
All honor him. May continue advise and inspire us. 

Eugene Kellersberger, M.D. 

General Secretary 

American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
New York, 


Doctor Jo—friendly but firm, following His steps for quar- 
ter century listens patiently petty peeves, tragic 
inhumanities, thrill seeking visitors who come stare and leave 
without their cherished phobias, frustrated patients who plead 
for more kindly consideration from friends and more enduring ties 
with their loved ones, for complete freedom from fear the public 
innocently acquired germ more dreaded than atomic bomb. 
Sympathy and personalities never seem warp his judgment nor 
affect his sense fairness. cherishes confidences that must 
never repeated, listening quietly with keen interest what most 
persons would consider tedious trifles. With joke jibe, Doctor 
builds flickering hopes for better tomorrow when Hansen’s 
disease will universally recognized another victim magical 
science, and sufferers longer will walk alone. Like the Lowly 
One who gave His life for others, Doctor carries out the divine 
creed. “He goes about, doing good.” 
Claude Brown, 
National Field Representative 
The American Legion 

Little Rock, Ark. 


has been privilege have had among friends many 
splendid members the medical profession. None these 
value more highly than Dr. Johansen. has brought the 
care his patients not only high degree professional ability 
but also human sympathy and understanding that meant more 
suffering humanity than can expressed. feel privileged join 
honoring skillful physician, fine Christian gentleman and 
very dear friend. 

McCoy, M.D. 
Washington, D.C. 


The Community the Daughters Charity extends heartiest 
congratulations you the occasion your completion 
years service the hospital which you now ably head. God 
has blessed your devotedness not only with professional success, 
but with the warm, personal regard both personnel and patients. 
Few will equal exceed your length stay; none will attain 
more lasting place the hearts those with whom and for 
whom you labor. 

are pleased and privileged among the host friends 
who prayerfully wish you multos annos. 

Sister Catherine 
Marillac Seminary 
Normandy, Mo. 


June 1925 was asked become director national 
campaign raise funds for the purpose establishing research 
organization, the purpose which would discover the method 
eradicating Hansen’s disease which, that time, one thought 
calling any other term than leprosy. 

During that summer visited Carville. There met for the 
first time two men who were become close friends and for whom 
admiration was grow through the years—one, then the Sup- 
erintendent, Dr. Oswald Denny, the other Dr. Frederick Johan- 
sen. These two men were physicians ability, but beyond that 
men driven passionate interest their patients. 

has been with keenest personal satisfaction that have seen, 
over these years, Dr. Jo’s growth intellectual stature and his 
intelligent administration the interests the patients Car- 
ville, his increasing understanding their personal and social prob- 
lems and eventually his richly deserved ascension the Superin- 
tendency the great medical institution has faithfully served 
for quarter century. 

Perry Burgess, President 
Leonard Wood Memorial 
Geneva The Lake, Ohio 


Congratulations Dr. and the Public Health Service 
his 25th Anniversary. How fortunate the folks Carville have been 
have had Dr. through the trying years gone by, and now with 
the “New buildings (they were new not many 
years ago), new drugs, plastic surgery, physical and occupational 
therapy, liberalized privileges too—there have been many new 
theories and practices Carville. 

And think that Dr. could stay and Medical Officer 
Charge during this important period transition! don’t be- 
lieve the folks Carville even the Public Health Service realize 
just how wonderful that has been. We, who have been visiting there 
for many years, do. too, realize how fortunate have been 
have had Dr. and Mrs. friends during the years, friend- 
ship that has become something very precious. 

Steve and Louis McCormick 


Nothing could more fitting than your plan invite the attention 
all who are interested the Hansen health 
the long and excellent service rendered the nation this field, Dr. 


Destrehan, La. 


Johansen. has successfully filled one the most difficult and challenging 


assignments that can come physician. His good work has, times, been 
hampered public fear, ignorance and superstition but despite these obsta- 
cles, his physician and humanitarian have enabled him 
outstanding job. has earned the lasting gratitude those 
greatest interest, the patients themselves, and merits, well, the sincere 
thanks the 

had planned write congratulatory letter Dr. upon having 
completed years his chosen field. Instead, view the 
improvements the situation faced our friends, the patients Carville, 
feel that should congratulate them upon their good fortune having 
Medical Officer Charge with the knowledge, ability, to- 
ward their illness which has been demonsrated Dr. 
the quarter century has their behalf. And, Dr. Jo, 
send sincere thanks and appreciation for his long service and the 
excellent work has performed this field. citizen, want ex- 
press gratitude for his many, many acts kindness and 
for the cooperative attitude has maintained toward patient problems 
throughout his service Carville. 


nation. 


Col. Rarey 


Author National Leprosy Act 
Decatur, Ga. 
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THE ERA THE LONG LEGS 


Some one has said that the most dramatic moment all English lit- 
erature that which lonely Robison Crusoe his uncharted island 
sees its sands the footprints man. Only footprints 
prints meant another human being, another human being meant com- 
panionship, companionship meant renewed courage, renewed courage 
meant ultimate delivery. Another DeFoe might well make something 
equally momentous the footprints made Louisiana dust, outside 
hospital gate, November 12, 1924. Large footprints they were, and 
the length between showed them have been made man with 
long stride and determined step. Could one have read them 
palmist reads hand, the prediction would have been: see here the 
footsteps man who will make here his permanent residence for 
over quarter century. will...” But that’s getting ahead the 
story. must backward from these footprints, not forward. 


It’s legitimate way studying telling history. After all, life 
much jig saw puzzle, with the pieces put together the feet, not 
the hands. For wheresoever man’s feet take him, there his destiny 
made. 


Many and many detour did Dr. Johansen’s feet make before the 
journey from his birthplace, Burlington, the scene his life’s 
chief labor, Carville, was completed. But already Fate had given clue 
the turgid tortuous Mississippi River, for both Burlington and Car- 
ville are its banks. And might well that little Freddie Johansen 
gazed pensively—a boy’s thoughts are long, long that river 
acertain day late March, 1894, far below Louisiana helped 
frame very important piece the jig-saw puzzle that was make 
the picture the lowa-born lad’s life. that time and that year, 
barge bore from New Orleans the newly opened “Louisiana Leper 
Home” its first contingent patients. accordance with the current 
attitude and lush language the day, these sufferers from Hansen’s 
disease were “derelicts and the barge bore “cargo 
doomed humanity.” The site selected for the home was sugar planta- 
tion, abandoned since the close the Civil War, bend the 
Mississippi, some seventy miles from New Orleans. The nearest planta- 
tion was owned Mr. Louis Carville, whose store harbored fourth 
class post office. Hence the Home’s address was Carville. will 
interesting watch this piece the puzzle grow. But now, let’s 
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Carthage, Missouri, where Freddie’s Danish- 
born parents, Jorgen and Maren Johansen, had 
moved with Freddie, his brother and two sisters. 
Nice little town, Carthage. town where the 
people were more were 
neighbors. town just large enough stir boy’s 
dreams, and small enough keep them leash. 
Freddie Fred now; his brogan-clad feet storm 
through grade school; Oxfords dance through 
high school; then “Klassy-Kollege-Cuts” carry the 
wearer along the paths higher education, first 
Carthage College, and then—his goal 
fixed—-in Chicago College Medicine and Sur- 
gery. From this college, Frederick Johansen 
graduated full fledged M.D. 1911. 
Immediately his legs take characteristically long 
stride, and the young medico, under the auspices 
the American Medical Dispensary Association 
off for Puerto Rico— Puerto the “Isle Enchant- 
ment” which harbors with equal impartiality both 
beauty and bacilli. Something the challenge 
tropical disease seized Dr. Johansen, as, the dis- 
charge his profession, walks its unpaved 
streets, through crowds naked children, squeal- 
ing pigs and piles decaying vegetables. His 
destination cluster “bojios” where typhoid 
running rampant. Malaria, too, abounds 
the island, and spru and hook worm, and there 
saw his first case Hansen’s disease. But the 
the “pull” tropical medicine was not strong 
enough hold the handsome and inquiring phy- 
sician from the States, and 1913 his feet paced 
steamer bringing him back his native country 
and the culmination romance which began 
high school. Shortly after his return from Puerto 
Rico, Dr. Johansen donned hymeneal footwear 
and led Alma, the fair daughter Mr. and Mrs. 


Horse and Buggy Doctor 
Dr. Puerto Rico 1912 


James Morris, the altar. Dr. Johansen says 
Alma used help him with his algebra and 
admits that she has been helping him, not with 
algebra, but with everything else, ever since. 

The young couple went Nauvoo, Illinois, 
where Dr. Johansen opened office. But Nauvoo 
proved too small for Dr. Johansen’s protessional 
ambitions, next find him walking briskly 
through the historic streets old Kahoka, Mis- 
souri. Then came World War and Dr. Johansen 
wears the regulation military boots and 
First Lieutenant the Medical Corps. The 
picture taking shape. Let’s take look Car- 
ville, Louisiana. 

It, too, coming on. Comfortable frame build- 
ings have replaced log cabins. They have steam 
heat, good water supply, electric lights now. 
The Sisters Charity have long since taken over 
nursing and administrative duties. Dr. Ralph Hop- 
kins, Professor Dermatology Tulane Univer- 
sity, New Orleans, makes weekly trips the insti- 
tution. Occasionally interests brother scientist 
spend few days there. But nothing has been 
done change public opinion towards the disease. 
The institution still when patient 
deadly crime that would bring disgrace all. 

Back Kahoka. Dr. Johansen’s talents for organ- 
ization and administration were being recognized. 
Now glimpse his feet under desk; 
named Deputy State Commissioner Health for 
civic and medical circles. More and more 
drawn the possibilities that lie the field 
Public Health, particularly when backed the 
United States Government. enters the Public 
Health Service 1924 just three years after the 
momentous change has taken place the Louisi- 
ana institution. 

After negotiations that began 1916 but were 
not complete until 1921, the Federal Government 
took over the Louisiana Home from the State 
Louisiana, thus creating national Leprosarium, 
open sufferers from every state the union. 
Preliminary plans called for rebuilding the entire 
institution, providing quarters for large number 
resident personnel, medical and 
and providing facilities for research. The avowed 
purpose the Public Health Service was the 
eventual eradication Hansen’s disease from the 
United States. 1924 the material part this 
program was well under way, and much had been 
done better the medical treatment the pa- 
tients. But was not too easy secure doctors 
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whose interest could held, and Denny, 
the first Medical Officer Charge, found how 
true was, one departing doctor said after 
few days stay, “This the kind place where 
you want stay all your life, you won’t 
stay overnight.” 

are very near the joining the pieces 
whose progress and approach have followed. 
few months after entering the Public Health 
Service, Dr. Frederick Johansen was assigned 
duty the Marine Hospital, the official desig- 
nation the Leprosarium. Carville, Louisiana. 

Before close the era the long legs, 
state one more significant fact. When Dr. Johan- 
sen stopped before the gates the hospital, those 
gates were some two hundred feet farther away 
than they are now. The hospital was back, well 
back from the road, and person could—and 
many them did—drive along the road and 
never see it, was hidden trees and heavy 
unchecked growth weeds. 1929, levee repairs 
took some two hundred feet the hospital’s 
front grounds. was well that did, and signi- 
ficant, too. The steam life longer flows past 
the Carville institution but through it. The man 
who made those footprints back 1924 had lot 
with that. 

Another thing even more significant. Besides 
Dr. Johansen’s footprints were the smaller ones 
woman and the yet smaller ones child. 
man, woman and child—the human trinity. 
The woman was the doctor’s wife; the child was 
their child. That doctor should come Lep- 
rosarium work and study may viewed cooly 
matter bearing the professional and the 
scientific. That should bring his wife and child 
live with him there has tremendous social 
implication. the social field that the great- 
est battle for the patients must fought. Our 


The Johansens shortly after their arrival Carville 
The two ladies white are friends 


accolade the Johansens. Their coming fittingly 
introduces the next part our story. 


THE ERA THE LONG HEART 


So, Dr. Johansen finally the staff the 
Marine Hospital, Carville. Not that in- 
tends stay—oh, no. tells now with bit 


Medical staff when Dr. joined 1924. His first assignment was 
the laboratory. Later became executive officer. 

Standing: Dr. Prejean, Dr. Johansen, Denny, Med- 
ical Officer charge, 1921-1935, Dr. Wooley, Dr. Barentine. 
(Seated) Wm. Danner (New York), Dr. Ralph Hopkins, Dr. 
Dr. Cazenavette. (The last three named 
tants from New Orleans.) 


Dr. Prejean, resident dentist, began his duties here 1922. His service 
longer than that any other member today’s resident staff. 

Mr. Danner, now secretary emeritus the American Mission was 

leader promoting legislation for establishing National Leprosarium. 
made frequent visits here the early years the institution. 
rueful grin that planned pick all 
could about Hansen’s disease twelve months. 
the specialty had selected for himself—der- 
matology. that, Carville’s new doctor showed 
mental balance and scientific attitude that argued 
well for future relations between him and the pa- 
tients. Here was disease rather uncommon and 
about which not too much was known. 
pital offered keen young physician scope for re- 
search, experimentation and initiative. return 
would give the best his medical skill. Fine, 
that’s fair bargain. 

Let’s reconstruct the hospital greeted the 
appraising gaze Dr. Johansen’s steel blue eyes 
twenty-five years ago. Hardly building now 
standing, with the exceprion the administration 
building, was seen then. the left you 
entered, was row small, grey, five-room port- 
able cottages salvaged from the Army. They con- 
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This row cottages was Uncle Sam’s first building program Car- 
ville. Government contractors were still here completing the work when 
stituted the personnel quarters, and the Johansens 
were assigned one these unattractive cottages. 
right past the administration building which 
served also Sisters’ Home. stretched right 
angles, two rows one story frame stucco build- 
ings. These, the patients’ cottages, were immensely 
better looking and far more comfortable than the 
houses used for the personnel. There was cen- 
tral infirmary, and hospital facilities were where 
you found them. The eye clinic was here; cou- 
ple blocks away you would find the surgical 
clinic. reconstructed laundry served labo- 
ratory and X-ray department. Two cottages for 
the very sick men, termed the “Men’s Hospital,” 
were one section the grounds. The “Womens’ 
Hospital” was entirely another section. 

Dr. Johansen did lot wondering. won- 
dered about buildings and facilities, wondered 
about research and treatments, but what his won- 
dering effected those areas belongs the third 
section this account. Having set the stage with 
correct period environment let’s 
follow Dr. Johansen evolves from “the new 
Doctor” “Dr. Jo, the best guy earth.” 

Dr. call him that from now on—will 
surprised learn that the opening wedge 
his heart-to-heart relationship with the patients 
was few meaningful cuss words. One gusty, 
rainy does Carville have plenty 
Jo, attired brand new uniform, 
and sans umbrella— which regulatians prohibit— 
made his way from the administration building 
the patients’ quarters. His long legs would have 
covered the distance quickly had not been im- 
peded the overhanging branches crepe myrtle 
trees both sides the walk; they were just 
the right—or the wrong—height drip heavy 
showers water Dr. Jo, and struggled 
tower above them, they slapped him wetly 
the face. Just neared the shelter the cov- 
ered walk, slipped some sodden blossoms, 
and grabbing tree save himself from falling, 


Dr. continued his duties Exec. 
1935-40. 


Officer under Dr. Hasseltine, 


Standing: Dr. McCreary, Dr. Sam Black, Dr. Prejean, Dr. Jo- 
seph Dinan. (Seated) Tarbell, Adm. Asst., Dr. Johansen, Dr. 
Hasseltine, M.O.C., Gleason, Chief Pharmacist. 
was deluged with water from its branches. was 
too much for the drenched Dr. Jo, and string 
expletives hot the water was wet, gave relief 
his outraged feelings. Unobserved the Doc- 
tor, two small boys, patients, had witnessed his 
misfortune and his reaction. They were charmed, 
and hastened Dr. Jo’s public relations 
passing the word: “Gee, that new Doctor can cuss. 
You ought heard him.” 

Dr. has done lot “cussin’” since, but always 
for the patients, never well, maybe occa- 
sionally. Too, course, his keeping 
with what his position and profession demand but 
mighty effective. not know whether 
would say that learned the hard way, day 
after day, year after year, answered every ap- 
peal made him, and came know the patients 
not only patients but friends. Surely, but al- 
most imperceptibly, Dr. came rate “car- 
diac specialist” sans stethoscope sphygmoma- 
nometer. carried his “bedside all over 
the grounds, and was interested and concerned 
over psychic trauma with anesthetic patches. 
realized that frustrated hopes more damage 
than atrophied nerves. And was “in there pitch- 
ing” when the ailment was mental anguish well 
when was depigmented skin. 

Let’s take walk with Dr. day during the 
past twenty-five years. mean take walk for 
swivel-chair jobs are unknown our Medical 
Staff. “Hi, Dr. Jo,” middle-aged man calls, lying 
awkwardly, “Never expected meet you here.” 
Dr. knows well that the man has been waiting 
for him, but falls into step, physically and 
mentally, “Well, that’s luck, isn’t yours, 
Bill—how’s the Missus? She sure looked pretty 
when she was here last week.” the opening 
tactfully made, and Bill pours out his home trou- 
bles: the fifteen-year-old son getting out hand; 
and his wife bewildered about the business she 
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During Dr. Faget’s administration 1940—47, period significant 
cause the introduction the sulfones, Dr. carried on. 

Dr. Prejean, Dr. Johansen, Mr. Gleason, Dr. Faget, C., 
Dinan, Mr. Tarbell, Dr. Eccles. 


Dr. Pogge (not picture), member the resident medical 
staff deserves special mention for his enthusiasm and confidence 
ultimate results sulfone therapy, when their success was doubtful. 
was trying carry on. “If you could arrange for 
spend couple weeks home, Doctor, 
could straighten things out.” Dr. Johansen “ar- 
ranges” and the man, whom form treatment 
could benefit while his mind and heart were rack- 
ed, soon the “negative” list. 


Starry-eyed eighteen-year-old Edith has 
tirely different problem, and she states diffident- 
ly. Admitted when she was thirteen, only labora- 
tory tests tell her medical history. There are 
external signs and Edith pretty picture. 
With woman’s intuition she knows unmistaka- 
bly that Sam, big and blond, working 
more than usual interest her. She had heard 
other patients tell clandestine elopements, and 
being married Justice the Peace near- 
Plaquemine. But what then? She from 
distant state and her parents have never visited 
her. Who should stand loco parentis but Dr. Jo? 
Actually, Dr. had read the signs the times 
even more accurately than had Edith, and was 
just waiting for this confidential communication. 
excellent silent movie could have been made 
Edith’s face. Shyness, eagerness, doubt, sorrow, 
surprise, agreement, relief, gratitude are successive- 
depicted and Blond Sam will get tactful brush- 
off. 


The classic example Dr. Jo’s sympathy and 
understanding occurred some fifteen years ago, be- 
fore the public informational program had dis- 
pelled many hoary and ghastly illusions about 
Hansen’s disease. man from Northern Louisiana 
took his wife specialist New Orleans, see 
what caused some brownish persistent skin blem- 
ishes. The physician consulted diagnosed the case 
Hansen’s, but with unwise kindness advised the 
man conduct his wife the Carville Institution 
without telling her the nature her trouble. The 
patient having been told that she was going 


Patients’ quarters today. These buildings were completed 1941 


“Skin Hospital” was not particularly perturbed. 
The sight the Sisters Charity further reassured 
her for she had seen them often the New Or- 
leans Hospital. Her husband, aside, told the 
Doctor how the matter stood, suggesting that per- 
haps Sister could tell his wife with less shock. 
However, after half hour’s interview with the 
patient during which she listened the 
gay chatter her home, her two little ones, and 
her friends whom she looked forward re- 
joining few days, Sister felt unequal the 
task. She reported her hesitancy the Medical 
Officer the Day. “Oh well. let’s send for Dr. Jo. 
tell her.” Dr. was sent for. see her,” 
said noncommitally. After some fifteen minutes, 
Dr. emerged from the patients’ room. “How’d 
she take it, Doctor?” didn’t tell her,” was the 
reply. “Let her get some rest tonight, and the 
morning ask Father Abbot Paul tell her.” 
Just for the happy ending touch, let say that 
this patient was discharged within eighteen months. 
But was the wholly uncalled-for mental anguish 
such cases, that opened Dr. Jo’s mind and heart 
the fact that the greatest battles Hansen’s 
disease were fought the social field. 


THE ERA THE LONG HEAD 


When Dr. was named Medical Officer 
Charge this hospital in’ April succeed Dr. 
Faget, pioneer sulfone brought 
his new job triple combination proved 
ability, affable disposition, and deep-reaching ex- 
perience. Probably his most valuable asset 
meeting his new responsibility was experience. 

has been said that “The head, truly enlight- 
ened, will have wonderful influence purifying 
the heart really; and the heart really affected with 
goodness will much conduce the directing 
the head.” Dr. Jo’s experience with patients and 
their families over the years has illuminated his 
heart and his head. How could otherwise? 
For, only few years ago, looking over the pa- 
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roster, Dr. realized that had been 
the homes most the patients from Louisiana 
and the nearby states. the years before was 
C., more frequently than any other member 
the medical staff, Dr. was sent verify diag- 
noses, and bring patients the hospital. 
has seen the heartbreaking separation families, 
children left without mother, families left desti- 
tute when the breadwinner was taken away, and 
parents broken hearted when child was taken 
away from home. “This,” says, “was the hard- 
est thing had do.” this day, Dr. will not 
too much tragedy real life,” declares. 

About year after his arrival here, Dr. was 
sent Florida for three patients. Talking about 
that experience, Dr. reminisces, “It was first 
such trip. Dr. Denny suggested that take Mrs. 
along, because one the patients was 
travel allowance was Jacksonville was our 
first stop. was the height the Florida boom 
and the only hotel room could find was 
day. The State Health wait 
while got touch with the lady patient Key 
West. Meanwhile failed secure railroad 
transportation for the wired the Sur- 
geon General who replied, ‘Wait there for further 
orders.’ waited ten days. that time Mrs. 
came down with flu. Finally wire came for 
contact certain railroad official who arranged 
for special car,on overflow basis.” (Dr. 
thinks that from this came the idea private 
car for transporting patients.) “It looked 
were all set. Then the State Health Officer called 
and said, ‘Dr. Johansen, sorry, but your 


Key West patient has left for parts unknown.’ 
“At Palm Beach found the second patient, con- 
fined the isolation ward hospital, terrified 
and confused. was huge Hungarian and 
spoke little English, but managed 
sure him somewhat. Later, armed guards brought 
him the station. had drawing room and 
tried set the man ease some sort con- 
versation, mainly signs. this way managed 
tell that had had supper and was 
hungry. told the porter watch the drawing 
room while went find the steward. The stew- 
ard most considerately fixed nice supper, but 
this took about hour. When returned the 
drawing room with the tray—no patient! The 
window was open. did not see how man could 
jump from speeding train the dark and live. 
hesitated report the matter because supersti- 
tious fear the disease until reached Jackson- 


ville, where told the State Health 
had happened. The railroad company immediate- 
instituted thorough search but trace the 
man, dead alive, could found, and never 
has been. had left all his possessions, 
shoes, the train. 

“Then word came from Tampa that our third 
and last patient was jail and refused leave the 
state. was the leader powerful gang and 
had his own attorney who threatened habeas cor- 
pus proceedings. went Tampa where, 
maze complications involving the District 
Attorney, judge and others, was arranged for 
the patient come Carville. The chief police 
told could not possibly take the man 
clothes man was assigned accompany us. 
that time had not seen the patient. went 
the jail where astonishment found the 
‘dangerous man’ wasa little fellow, weighing about 
pounds, and wearing diamond big head 
light. shook hands with him and spoke few 
kind words. broke down and cried. 
trouble whatsoever with him. lady 
the evening, was the station see him off. 
noticed that she gave him wad bills.” 

last Dr. and Mrs. got back with ONE pa- 
tient, and many explanations had made both 
here and Washington. Old timers still talk about 
that character Dr. got his first field trip. 
They say this man lost “two grand” the local 
gamblers during his first week here and later the 
rock well. 

the dark ages, before the sulfone 
came the “treatment choice” this hospital, 
Dr. gave thousands and thousands intra- 
muscular injections chaulmoogra oil, but 
don’t hold that against him. those days, the 
centuries-old oil and its derivatives were all 
had which pin our faltering hopes. Neither 
can Dr. charged with “aggravating” with 
diptheria antitoxin and diptheria toxoid, although 
administered the almost ruinous stuff. These 
drugs were given extensive trials here and other 
leprosaria throughout the world, but failed live 
the glowing reports given them group 
physicians working Siam. 

When Dr. Faget initiated sulfone therapy here 
Dr. Jo, Executive Officer, collaborated 
this then purely experimental therapy. “The 
ideal drug for the therapy Hansen’s disease 
yet discovered,” Dr. states, but adds, 
feel that within the solution will 
found.” Meanwhile, recognizes the tremen- 
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Resident Medical Staff October, 1949 

Left right: Dr. Wolcott, Dr. Prejean, Dr. Johansen, M.O.C., 
Dr. Erickson, Exec. officer, Dr. Gray, Dr. Carrozzo, Dr. 
Wm. Meyer 
dous strides that have been made since the advent 
the sulfones. For instance, the largest number 
patients discharged single year, since this 
hospital was opened years ago, was during the 
fiscal year 1948-1949. 

The encouraging results brought about sul- 
fone therapy have made possible, and almost im- 
perative, radical changes both the medical and 
social approach Hansen’s disease. Dr. has 
kept pace. During his administration, program 
modern physical medicine, including physical 
and occupational therapy, investigative ba- 
sis, has been developed. Special orthopedic work 
and hand surgery, well plastic surgery, all 
carried competent consultants, has become 
integral part the hospital program. The new 
trend has been further emphasized the addition 
the staff Director Community Activities, 
Recreational Director and Medical Social 
worker. 


institution, particularly this one which 
has many written and unwritten rules, both from 
the local and Washington levels, not mention 
homage public ignorance, certain regulations 
must observed. feel that Dr. makes some 
these rules flexible possible, consonant 
with his obligations Public Health Serv- 
ice officer. Dr. was favor the month’s va- 
cation twice year for the patients. has long 
out against the blanket isolation tech- 
nique, recommending that each case considered 
individually. can thank Dr. for advocating 


the medical discharge system inaugurated here 
which carries out this progressive policy. 

Through the years many discharged patients, 
feeling the need advice, have written back 
Dr. Jo. AWOL patients, confronted emer- 
gency, have had hesitancy likewise. De- 
spite official red tape Dr. usually handles such 
situations for the benefit all concerned. the 
old days patients whose exit has been through the 
“hole the fence,” stayed away from the hospital 
long possible, even when they needed medi- 
cal attention desperately. They knew that their 
return, otherwise, they would have 
serve term the local bastille, euphemistical- 
called the “detention building.” These penal 
regulations stiil exist paper but not practice. 
fact, recently, patient who left here unoffici- 
ally, came back for few got thorough 
check-up and returned home. short, 
tution moving away from the traditional gaol 
idea toward the goal hospital the real sense 
the word—a diagnostic and treatment center. 

Years ago, the private cottages owned pa- 
tients, the rear the hospital grounds, were 
considered almost “dens iniquity.” 
day, although authorities recognize the need get 
away from the institutional idea much 
sible, the cottages are not here “officially,” 
Washington tell us. But Dr. Jo’s policy towards 
the “cottagers” has been most helpful solving 
some the problems the home-owners. 


There spot, also the rear the hospital 
grounds, which Dr. makes almost daily vis- 
its. Here workmen are digging “the lake” where 
patients will fishing, boating 
The lake has long been Dr. Jo’s pet project and 
soon will have the satisfaction seeing his 
dream fait accompli. 

Dr. biographical sketch “Who’s Who” 
gives the impressive list international, national 
and state medical organizations which be- 
longs. has addressed these and 
many more bring his fellow physicians infor- 
mation about the modern treatment Hansen’s 
disease. Many the leading medical journals car- 
papers Hansen’s disease prepared Dr. 
and members his staff, for Dr. Jo, having seen 
many cases Hansen’s disease that have been 
misdiagnosed, realizes the urgent need for physi- 
cians learn more about the illness. confesses 
candidly, “Even officer the Public Health 
Service, thought little and knew little this dis- 
ease until was delegated work with it.” Today, 
acknowledged authority Hansen’s disease, 
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You can tell the beaming smile Dr. Jo’s face that would give 
the world with fence around his Billy 
Brown, shown here his lap. Mrs. holding Jimmie, recent ar- 
rival. Billy and Jimmie are sons Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Brown Hous- 
ton, Texas, also this family group. Mrs. Brown, formerly Amy Johan- 
sen, served with the American Red Cross England during the war and 
met Clyde overseas. 

Dr. Jo’s opinion widely sought. this being 
written preparing leave Nov. for 
Hawaii for two weeks where will serve con- 
sultant the Territorial Board Health, now 
formulating new policy towards the Territory’s 
Hansen’s disease problem. Dr. appeared, witha 
group patients, two national 
programs and, whenever possible, accepts invi- 
tations speak Hansen’s disease before public 
gatherings. For, himself says, “In our fight 
free persons with Hansen’s disease 
shackles misrepresentation and ignorance the 

most effective weapon education.” 

long story, the saga Dr. Jo’s twenty-five 
years service this hospital. story early 
disappointments and final accomplishments, with 
even greater achievements yet come; story 
unique the annals medicine and sociology; 
story intimately bound with the lives hun- 
dreds men, women and children whose welfare 
has been Dr. Jo’s vital concern for quarter 
century. With the invaluable help Sister Cath- 
erine Sullivan, herself veteran twenty-one 
years service here, THE STAR, these pages, 
has attempted record some the important 
phases Dr. Jo’s story. tell the whole would 
take and Dr. should write it. 


The Armistice Day Program here will coupled with special events 
honoring Dr. and Mrs. Johansen. Dr. and Mrs. will the Club 
Lounge from greeting patients and accepting congratulations. 
The American Legion Auxiliary, Department Louisiana, has 
store for the Johansens. Dr. Hunt, Chief the Hospital Division, 
Health Service, will arrive from Washington attend the 
cocktail-buffet, given the station the hospital personnel, honoring 
Dr. and Mrs. that evening. Doctors Van Studderford, Allredge, Furgeson 
and Reardon with their wives, New Orleans, all consultants the local 
hospital staff will among the many guests. 

The personnel will present Dr. and Mrs. silver wine cooler and 
souvenir scrapbook filled with congratulatory messages and photographs. 


ARMISTICE DAY 
CELEBRATION ARRANGED 


November 11, 1918, the day which the actual 
fighting ceased the Great War Nations, now 
known World War will fittingly observed 
this hospital. festive program has been ar- 
ranged members Marine Hospital Post 188 
and Voiture Locale 902, hosts for the occa- 
sion the entire patient body. 

Many visitors are expected attend the celebra- 
tion which will have for its star attraction 
becue “under the oaks” the afternoon and 
dance the ballroom the evening. Finals 
the annual American Legion Golf Tournament 
are slated for mid-day with the Bobby Wallace 
Unit (Jefferson, La.) Cup going the winner 
the championship flight and numerous cash prizes 
the winners the other three flights. 

Spann and Frank Nesom, Carville’s old 
faithfuls, have arranged for Albert Steinbach, 
barbecue expert, prepare the sizzling hot steer 
right the place. This should add lot the 
fun. Spann and Nesom will joined Frank 
Russel and Pender and other Legionnaires 
Baton Rouge help serve. Mrs. Hattie Dayries, 
President Nicholson Unit, Aux., Baton 
Rouge, hurrying home from the state nurses 
and day.” 

Tony Almerico’s sweet music sure draw 
the crowd the ballroom where our national 
colors will predominate. From 9:45 10:00 
there will intermisson for the crowd hear 
important broadcast the National Com- 
mander the American Legion, George Craig. 

The ex-servicemen, patients this hospital, 
are genuinely grateful Harry Nelson, banker 
and stockman Baton Rouge, for donating 
huge steer and the Disabled American Veterans 
Auxiliary which, through its National Hospital 
Chairman, Mrs. Florence Green, Kalamazoo, 
Mich., sent handsome check make the cele- 
bration possible. 

Other appreciated contributors include: La. 
Dept. American Legion Auxiliary; Unit 184, 
Aux., Savannah, Ga., through STAR;; 
Aux., Jamestown, Y.; Victory Mothers 
World War II, Granite City, Voiture Locale 
Ranger 76, Ft. Collins, Colo., and Mrs. Guey- 
mard, Carville, La. 


Pass THE STAR your friends. 
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HANSEN PATIENT GIVES THANKS 


REV. OLMSTEAD 


have never figured out all its applications, but 
have the feeling that recent years especially 
God was never far away from any large event that 
took place life. when learned that had 
come Carville for treatment Hansen’s dis- 
ease which had picked while service 
abroad, concluded that there was some divine 
purpose involved even that. not yet under- 
stand what was, but there have been too many 
evidences God’s part life, mine and others, 
doubt it. That has provided with added 
reason for keeping faith with Him, there had 
ever been any tendency neglect it. Hence when 
now the prospects are good for early discharge 
from Carville with Hansen’s disease arrested, 
take the opportunity another gift from our 
divine Friend. 

Since know operates through human 
instruments bring about healing, months 
this institution have given gratitude that the 
Government the United States, through its Pub- 
lic Health Service, has seen fit equip and keep 
operation the Leprosarium Carville, has pro- 
vided with kindly and highly skilled medical 
men and brought its present state efficient 
service for those who need achieve the arrest 
their disease and their restoration, possible, 
respected place society. Having thus richly re- 
ceived for myself, should wish that other lands 
similar institutions might speedily developed 
for the benefit those similarly need. 

The war has furnished tremendous incentive 
for the discovery and development host 
new agents and usages the treatment disease. 
Though the sulfones began come into being 
just before, the war years saw these drugs demon- 
strated surprisingly effective new implements 
combat the age-old disease. Persons such 
myself and hundreds others rise give 
thanks for their discovery and for the scientific 


spirit which they have been administered, patients 
being kept under careful scrutiny day daytomake 
sure the effects were entirely desirable, ever alert 
add whatever else might needed insure 
satisfactory outcome. who have entered late 
into the results the study and experimentation 
cannot close our eyes the element heroism 
which characterized both patients and scientists 
that early work, for similar experiments other 
directions earlier had ofttimes been disastrous. 

Finally, for every instrument agency that 
helps, does the periodical for which this writ- 
ten, remove from human minds the blight 
fear and make clear the truth regarding Hansen’s 
disease, there reason for thankfulness. That the 
disease only slightly communicable, the very 
least all such diseases, and that chiefly among 
children, proportion the susceptibility 
the individual and the climatic conditions un- 
der which lives; that the disease can arrested 
successfully, with perhaps ninety per cent relia- 
bility under the sulfones, has been demon- 
strated from the records this institution; and 
that research pressing deeper into the many un- 
known factors still attending the disease and even 
more effective remedies may not far off—all 
these factors are changing the aspect the 
situation. There longer adequate reason why 
Hansen patients should hesitate come Car- 
ville for treatment, that their 
should regard them any different light from 
those who seek the healing other maladies. 
There are sufficient real causes for the friction that 
makes the wheels life roll heavily, without add- 
ing out-worn heritage the past which has 
gathered during years unscientific ignorance. 

Come, all, therefore, and join with rejoic- 
ing that the darkness lifting, thanking our God 
that His light and love are reaching out all 
mankind. 
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FORTY AND EIGHTERS FIGHT PHOBIA 


“At Carville the Fight Goes Forward” Charles 
Ardery, Correspondant National the Forty 
and Eight, carried the September FORTY AND 
EIGHTER, national publication, started STAR 
subscriptions Carville way. date states have 
been heard from for total subscription slips 
from the article. also set chain reaction 
among Voitures Grand and Locale and some fine 
articles about our work have appeared are 
slated appear the near future Voiture and 
Legion publications. has also caused others 
contact for the wherewithal begin sub- 
scription drives. 

Ben Jennings, Editor Four-Nine-Six, pub- 
lication that Voiture Locale Louisville, 
wrote article for the October number urging 
Voyageurs send their subscriptions. 
wrote, “Inasmuch Voiture National has for sev- 
eral years urged support THE STAR your cor- 
respondant will more than glad forward all 
subscriptions Carville. Let’s see Old Kaintuck 
can’t rank among the leaders subscriptions 

Ralph Wilkinson Albion, Mich., has prepared 
guest editorial submitted the Michigan 
Legionnaire urging that state revoke outmoded 
segregation laws for victims Hansen’s disease. 
said the article that New York and Massa- 
chusetts had already taken this sane approch and 
he’d like see Michigan become the third state 
free such restrictions. 

were delighted see Associated Press 
release from Fayetteville, N.C., under date Oct. 
wherein Clarence Smith, Chef Chemin 
Fer the Forty and Eight, urged the repeal 
state laws compelling isolation victims Han- 
sen’s disease. Mr. Smith said, “The isolation laws 
are unnecessary and inhumane since leprosy has 
been proven virtually noncontagious.” With the na- 
tional head this organization behind our efforts 
have such laws repealed should make head- 
way. 

The above mentioned news item evoked splen- 
did editorial the NEW ORLEANS ITEM (Oct- 
28) entitled “Vicious Taboo.” read part, “Unfor- 
tunately, the one agency prepared attack 
uation still sitting its hands. The Public 
Health Service seems believe this matter 
consequence, since the number victims Hansen’s 
disease estimated about 5000. disagree. 
This injustice quite keenly felt the 5000 
would 50,000 500,000. recall with 
appreciation the Public Health Service’s epic cam- 
paign against the taboos surrounding venereal dis- 


ease. Why can’t much for leprosy?” 


Gordenstein Hampden Voiture 862, 
Springfield, Mass., wrote for subscription blanks 
begin drive and Baldwin, Correspondant 
Voiture 31, Fresno, Calif., sent subscriptions 
for his Voiture plus ones from ten individual 
Voyageurs. 


Georgia has the Paul Owen Trophy 
the Voiture the state accomplishing the most 
for THE STAR this year and now Starling 
Savannah has put two trophies com- 
peted for Savannah. The large trophy will 
awarded the Savannah Post securing the most 
points. Points are dollar basis raised 
anyway decided the Post. half may turned 
into subscription for doctors, nurses, libraries, 
schools, etc., and the other half support one 
more our projects. The smaller trophy will 
presented the individual Voyageur securing the 
most subscriptions THE STAR. With such in- 
centives Georgia’s subscriptions should greatly 
increased this year. 


October had visit from Ray Con- 
lon Grand Rapids, Mich., Mrs. Conlon and 
Miss Leeneer. Mr. Conlon Past Department 
Commander the American Legion and the 
ladies are both registered nurses. They took 
motor trip South and included visit this hos- 
pital their itinerary. While here they were taken 
tour which included our printing plant. Mr. 
Conlon said he’d heard much about our equip- 
ment that wanted see and was the 
press room that snapped the group. Mr. 
Conlon now field service officer the Amer- 
ican Legion Michigan and active forty and 
eighter. 


Left right: Miss Leeneer, Ray Conlon 
and Mrs. Conlon 
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always wanted printer,” said Gilbert 
Stanley Underwocd, Deputy Commissioner for 
Design and Construction, Public Building Admin- 
istration, Washington, D.C., walked into THE 
printing plant October with Dr. 
Johansen and Eddie Stanley, building superintend- 
ent this hospital. 

Mr. Underwood charge design and con- 
struction all federal buildings which naturally 
includes the present work the White House. 
came here see what was needed while mak- 
all stations the Public Health Service. 

interest that Eddie Stanley (right) came 
here work the very day that the Federal 
Government took over the hospital, Feb. 21, 1921. 
was chief electrician for years, then chief 
engineer our power house for years before 
assuming his present duties August, 1948. 

Miss Marie McCall, novelist, scenarist and au- 
thor many magazine articles. spent from Octo- 
ber through October Carville talking with 
patients. doctors and nurses. Miss McCall gather- 
ing material for novel she writing wherein the 
heroine discharged Hansen’s patient. 
Her story will deal with the hysterical fear the 
public regarding even discharged patients and the 
difficulty adjustment this causes. will 
love story with fact woven into the plot. 

speaking her forthcoming book Miss McCall 
said, appreciate much having been able 
talk with many the patients. feel deep 
admiration for the wonderful spirit and only 
hope that can convey this book. the 
written pages catch own enthusiasm, they 
should help dispel some the fear and prejudice 
surrounding disease.” 

Miss McCall has worked with the Public 
Health Service Washington doing radio and 
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motion picture scripts health subjects. She 
came here from Hollywood enroute New York. 

Miss McCall’s latest novel THE EVENING 
WOLVES (John Day) deals with witchcraft the 
New England states. When was first published 
Miss McCall sent autographed copy. 


MISSION CHANGES NAME 


“American Leprosy Missions” has unanimous 
vote their annual meeting Boston, Oct. 19-20, 
become the name the organization which pro- 
motes widespread program healing and relief 
for sufferers abroad from disease. This 
action accord with the recommendation the 
Fifth International Congress Leprosy, the sec- 
retary whose committee change name 
tary the Mission. The Congress retained leprosy 
the scientific designation the disease, hence 
the action the Mission accord therewith, 
and really forward step althougn should 
prefer get rid the word leprosy well 
favor the term Hansen’s disease. For decade 
more THE STAR has repeatedly advocated the 
omission the odious word leper, and popu- 
lar usage has long been the custom shorten 
the name simply “The American Mission,” 
obviate saying the word. congratulate this tre- 
mendously helpful organization their accession 
the demand for more suitable name. 
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MEDICAL MISSIONARY ARABIA HERE 


REV. OLMSTEAD 


Dr. Thoms Protestant Chapel 

The Protestant community Carville was most 
favored having the ministry Dr. Wells Thoms, 
medical missionary the Reformed Church 
Arabia, during most October while Dr. Clifton 
Rash, the regular pastor, was away 
and attendance the annual meeting the 
American Leprosy Mission Boston, October 
and 20. 

Dr. Thoms’s parents had been missionaries 
Arabia from before the turn the century, but 
were furlough America the time his 
birth. accompanied them small child 
their return duty and spent nine years his 
boyhood Arabia, during which time both par- 
ents met their death. Later was brought back 
America for his education, where decided 
dedicate his life carry his father’s work, and 
made his preparation for medical career. 

During the early years this century the senior 
Dr. Thoms opened three mission hospitals Ara- 
bia, the first Basra the head the Persian 
Gulf, the second Bahrein, island the Gulf. 
Still third started Muscat, the capital 
the province Oman the southeastern coast 
Arabia. was this latter hospital that the 
junior Dr. Thoms later centered his work, some- 
time before oil was struck Bahrein 1933. 

Muscat famous for its fine harbor, the best 
Arabia, which three hundred years ago the 
Portuguese made their main naval base, and from 
which they carried program commerce, 
raiding and colonization. The city has also given 
its name the delicious Muscat grapes, originally 
from Persia, which covered the terraced slopes 
around Muscat. The Portuguese carried some 
away their own country for planting, whence 


they eventually reached California. 

1835, President Andrew Jackson signed 
naval treaty with the Sultan Muscat. who then 
ruled all southern Arabia, southern Persia and 
parts East Africa. Under that treaty the Barbary 
pirates were subdued, and the Sultan was brought 
the United States the guest our govern- 
ment. The outcome this happy relationship 
was that Dr. Thoms’s father was permitted 
open his hospitals and begin Christian medical 
service southeastern Arabia. 

Dr. Thoms chose his wife daughter the 
Scudder family India, famous Indian mission 
circles for many decades. She trained labora- 
tory technician, and has been great assistance 
him his work. Dr. Thoms has specialized 
the eye, though the paucity doctors required 
that spend much his effort general prac- 
tice. annually performs some two thousand 
operations various kinds, which perhaps six 
hundred are eyes. 


LEPROSY ARABIA 

One reason Dr. Thoms spent several weeks Car- 
ville that wished become better acquainted 
with the diagnosis and therapy Hansen’s disease 
which has occasion meet frequently his 
work. That disease does not appear often among 
the native Arabians Muscat who have succeeded 
keeping their people afflicted away the 
desert the hinterland. The disease does appear 
among the Baluchistanis across the neck the 
Gulf the mainland and among the East Afri- 
cans who have been and still are brought into 
Arabia slaves. 


Dr. and Mrs. Thoms conducted survey 1943 
among the Hamitic people the province be- 
tween Muscat and Aden where they collected one 
hundred positive nasal smears from patients the 
lepromatous type chiefly. the edge their own 
city twice week they have been the habit 
holding clinics for the propose giving hydno- 
carpus treatments. with Diasone latterly. When 
giving the former they had pay the equivalent 
$.35 each patient compensation for the 
losses incurred while away from the usual 
return Arabia before the close 1949, 
Dr. and Mrs. Thoms expect have charge 
small hospital for the complete care 
ment 12—14 Hansen patients. 

Dr. Thoms regards this most significant 


THE STAR 


: 
we, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


development his medical service Arabia, even 
the number treated may small, for hopes 
that will pilot from which the people 
and government the country may some day lead 
provide for the similar treatment those 
needing it. the Orient that has always been the 
way. First, missions demonstrate what needs 
done and how. After that government interest 
may enlisted. 


So, while Dr. Thoms prepared himself for more 
effective service those affected this disease 
Arabia, patients Carville who became acquaint- 
with him and shared his ministry the 
church had brought them significant breath 
new life from the outside. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Life this hospital recent weeks was en- 
hanced such diversified attractions college 
play review, band concert and 
Halloween ball, the latter being sponsored the 
Patients’ Federation. 

group students from the School Music 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute, Lafayette, en- 
tertained the patients October 12.The program, 
announced Willis Ducrest, director the 
School Music, varied from classical hill billy. 
Loud applause greeted every number especially 
the local favorite Jole Blon. The musicale was 
sponsored the Lafayette Rotary Club, whose 
president Lionel Jeanmard made the trip Car- 
ville accompanied Rotarians Dr. Hernan- 
dez, Garland Bonin, Moore and Joe Tobin. 

September, Thomas Rickman, Jr., Director 
Community before the La- 
fayette Rotary Club, taking the Rotarians 
verbal tour this hospital which aroused their 
interest. Preceding thc musicale, Mr. Rickman 
took the visitors actual tour the place. 

The play was the thing the afternoon 
Monday, October when Rabbi Marvin Rezni- 
koff Baton Rouge reviewed Tennessee Williams’ 
“Summer and Smoke” for small but appreciative 
group the Club Lounge. Carville found Ten- 
nessee latest opus provocative. The Rab- 
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bi’s penetrating review plunged the group into 
lively discussion. 

Rabbi Reznikoff has chosen “The Passionate 
Journey” Irving Stone, for book review here 
November This the John Noble, 
American artist quest beauty. No- 
vember 23, Rabbi Reznikoff will bring breath 
Broadway when reviews the current hit, 
“Death Saleman,” fine play about man 
who realizes can’t any more. 

These stimulating book review sessions are open 
all interested patients and personnel. 

The Esso Concert Band, talented musicians, 
led Paul French, filled our theatre with martial 
strains, selections from musical comedies and pop- 
ular airs, October 28. The Esso Band has played 
here many times through the years their 
concerts are always treat. 

response popular request Acel Ross Mit- 
chell New Orleans will give command per- 
formance here Sunday afternoon, November 
13. Jeanne Thomas, former professional who al- 
sings, will Mitchell’s accompanist. 

Another coming attraction the College Sym- 
phony Orchestra, Southeastern University, Ham- 
mond, La., slated play here the evening 
November 16. 


FOR YOUR BANKING 
PLEASURE SERVE! 
Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts, 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window. 
Let know any way can serve 


you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 
Established 1910 Member 
When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 


tions kindly make them payable THE STAR toavoid 
difficulty cashing them. 
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DRUMS FOR 
PATIENTS’ ORCHESTRA 


Aux. Unit, Donors 


Arturo the Singland drum; Mike, guitar; Guy, accor- 
dion: Oscar, bass fiddle and Pete the piano beating out. 


For some time the boys our patients’ orches- 
tra have been wishing for drum give that cer- 
tain Afro-beat their melody mill. The orchestra 
sparked some our World War vets and 
so, when Mrs. Florence Green, National Hospital 
Chairman the Auxiliary, called last 
February, they told her about their drum dreams. 
usual Mrs. Green came through. She interested 
the Taft, California, Auxiliary the V., and 
recently this Auxiliary, through its parent chapter 
19, sent our boys not just drum but complete 
set Singland base, snare, cymbals, cow 
bells, sticks, real professional outfit. 

only wish could there for the presenta- 
tion the drums, and know the members from 
Taft do, too; but long can’t, hope 
you will get many hours enjoyment from them, 
and that you will associate this pleasure with the 
and Auxiliary Taft,” wrote Mrs. Green, 
whom the Carville vets were delighted hear has 
been reappointed National Hospital Chairman 

Mrs. Green and the Taft ladies could peek 
one those Friday evening jam sessions which 
now have special boom, boom, know they 
would sure our boys’ appreciation their 
generosity and thoughtfulness. 

While Gene Krupa need not concerned about 
Carville rival—yet, hear that young Ray and 
Arturo are really learning how sling those 
sticks around. 
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DRUMS FOR 
PATIENTS’ ORCHESTRA 


Aux. Unit, Donors 


Arturo the Singland drum; Mike, guitar; Guy, accor- 
dion: Oscar, bass fiddle and Pete the piano beating out. 


For some time the boys our patients’ orches- 
tra have been wishing for drum give that cer- 
tain Afro-beat their melody mill. The orchestra 
sparked some our World War vets and 
so, when Mrs. Florence Green, National Hospital 
Chairman the Auxiliary, called last 
February, they told her about their drum dreams. 
usual Mrs. Green came through. She interested 
the Taft, California, Auxiliary the V., and 
recently this Auxiliary, through its parent chapter 
19, sent our boys not just drum but complete 
set Singland base, snare, cymbals, cow 
bells, sticks, stands—a real professional outfit. 

only wish could there for the presenta- 
tion the drums, and know the members from 
Taft do, too; but long can’t, hope 
you will get many hours enjoyment from them, 
and that you will associate this pleasure with the 
and Auxiliary Taft,” wrote Mrs. Green, 
whom the Carville vets were delighted hear has 
been reappointed National Hospital Chairman 

Mrs. Green and the Taft ladies could peek 
one those Friday evening jam sessions which 
now have special boom, boom, know they 
would sure our boys’ appreciation their 
generosity and thoughtfulness. 

While Gene Krupa need not concerned about 
Carville rival—yet, hear that young Ray and 
Arturo are really learning how sling those 
sticks around. 


When sending checks money orders for subscription kindly make 
them payable THE STAR difficulty cashing them. 
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STATE LOUISIANA 


Before me, Notary Public and for the State and county 
personally appeared Ann Page, who, having been duly sworn according 
law, deposes and says that she the Managing Editor Star, and 
that the following is, the best her knowledge and belief, true 
statement the ownership, management (and daily paper, the 
lation) the aforesaid publication fer the date shown the above 
caption, the Act August 24, 1912, amended the Act 
March 1933, section 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, 
printed reverse side this form, wit: 


That the names and addresses the publisher, editor, managing 
editor, and business managers are: Publisher—A group patients, 
Marine Hospital, Carville, La.; Editor—Stanley Stein, Marine Hos- 
pital, Carville, La.; Managing Editor—Ann Page, Marine Hospital, 
Carville, La.; Business Manager—Frank Mantell, Marine Hospital, 
Carville, La. 

That the owner is: (If owned corporation, its name and ad- 
must stated and also immediately thereunder the names and ad- 
dresses stockholders owning holding one per cent more total 
amount stock. not owned corporation, the and addresses 
the individual owners must given. owned firm, company, 
other unincorporated concern, its name and address, well those 
each individual member, must given.) patients working 
occupational therapy non-profit basis, headed Stanley Stein, 
Editor, and Ann Page, Managing Editor, and Frank Mantell, Business 
Manager. 


That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders 
owning holding per cent more total amount bonds, mort- 
gages, other securities are: (If there are none, state.) None. 


That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names the 
owners, stockholders, and security holders, any, contain not only the list 
stockholders and security holders they appear upon the books the 
company but also, cases where the stockholder security holder ap- 
pears upon the books the company trustee any other fiduciary 
relation, the name the person corporation for whom such trustee 
acting, given; also that the said two paragraphs contain statements em- 
bracing affiant’s full knowledge and belief the circumstances and 
conditions under which stockholders and security holders who not 
appear upon the books the company trustees, hold stock and securi- 
ties capacity other than that bona fide owner; and this affiant 
has reason believe that any other person, association, corporation 
has any interest direct indirect the said stock, bonds, other 
securities than stated him. 
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sold distributed, through the mails otherwise, paid subscribers 
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(My commission for life.) 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 


throughout the world thousands well workers, and 
lay have been daily association with the the in- 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over ycars without 


contracting the disease. 
* * * * 


the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the discase. 
known have existed the family. During its years 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 


existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communitics 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible cxception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 


* * * 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 


ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the States are subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” down, 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- man woman may remain perfect physical health for 


years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for The writers the New Testament followed the example 
the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 
sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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EDUCATION THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC 


for the educational 
campaign get the help different organizations 
which influence public opinion, such as: profes- 
sional, civic, religious and missionary organizations, 
press associations, organizations authors, the 
radio broadcasting and moving picture indus- 
tries, etc. 

The essential points bring out are: 

Avoid the use the word ‘leper’ and other 
undesirable terms. 

Correct the present error public opinion 
that leprosy Biblical scourge and that the pa- 
tient cursed. This error brings stigma and injury 
mankind, makes the patient conceal his disease 
and prevents him from seeking medical assistance 
and increases the danger the public. 

deprecate all arguments newspapers, 
magazines, novels, movies, etc., and all situations 
which leprosy and the patient are dramatized, and 
which not correspond human knowledge. 

—5th International Leprosy Congress, 

Havana, Cuba, April 1948 
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